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carried by 6 to 5. Lenin then put the crucial question : "If
the German offensive becomes a fact and no revolution
takes place in Germany and Austria, arc we then to sign
peace ? " Bukharin and his followers, the protagonists of
a revolutionary war, together with Krcstinsky, evaded
giving an answer to this vital query by not voting. JofEe
voted against peace, Lenin and the majority voted for it.

The position of Trotsky in this vote is one of the
mysteries which surround that strange individual. According
to his own account, repeated in many works, he voted with
Lenin and the majority for peace, and he is so shown in
the contemporary account of the meeting.1 In 1928, in
a reprint of these documents, Trotsky was, however,
alleged to have abstained, and this was listed among the
heresies for which he was excommunicated in that year.2

Whether he voted or not, it is certain that at this
juncture Trotsky was still the victim of his own " wishful
thinking". He could not rid himself of the belief that in
the last resort the German troops would not march, and
the German masses would rise in protest, and he made
a desperate appeal to the Feldgrauen.

Throughout February 16 and 17 the propaganda
bureau of the Foreign Commissariat worked at double
pressure. Trotsky and Radek excelled themselves in a
forlorn hope. Thousands of leaflets in German and copies
of a special edition of Die Fakel were printed and despatched
to the German trenches. Surely, he thought, the common
soldiers could not resist the fervour of this last appeal ?3

February 18 dawned grey and sullen, and with it came
the confirmation of Lenin's worst fears. News came of the
capture of Dvinsk and Luck, and of the advance into the
Ukraine. The last faint hopes of mutiny and revolution
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